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INDIFFERENCE ABOUT PRESERVING PEACE
I have said that the second reason for disappointment may
be that people failed to realize the importance of preserving peace.
This is more dangerous than even the failure to understand the
meaning of swaraj, for in that failure we are merely guilty of
faulty diagnosis. If the vaid1 is not sure of the correctness of his
diagnosis, he can prescribe mild remedies. In the second instance,
however, the vaid is guilty of carelessness in prescribing a remedy.
A vaid gave a friend of mine zinc oxide in place of magnesium
sulphate. Instead of having motions, the latter started vomiting
and it was with the greatest effort, with proper treatment and after
he had suffered much, that the patient was saved. Arsenic powder
and powdered sugar look very much alike; what would be the
condition of a person who takes arsenic instead of sugar? A
friend mistook salt for sugar and put three teaspoonfuls in a cup
of tea. When he took a sip, the expression on his face was
worth reproducing in some comic journal.
The examples I have given are of ignorant, inexperienced
vaids. But what shall we say about one who, though knowing
the difference between arsenic and powdered sugar, does not care
whether he gives the one or the other? We may understand the
point of view of those who believe that swaraj cannot be won by
peaceful means, but it is impossible to tolerate one who is so
thoughtless as to incite violence when an experiment in a peace-
ful method is in progress. Anyone who is so thoughtless knows
neither the meaning of swaraj nor the best means of securing it.
To such a person, concern for means seems to be fetters on his free-
dom. My view is that, by suspending civil disobedience in
Bardoli, we have saved ourselves from a great calamity. If we
are certain that we shall not on the whole succeed in influencing
people to adopt peaceful methods and that the professional
trouble-makers, too, in the country will not yield to our persua-
sion, it would be wise to give up all talk of winning swaraj by
peaceful means. If we cannot gain control over them by such
means, we should conclude that we shall never be able to bring
round this Government also by peaceful means. If they cannot
be won over by our love, they will assuredly be over-awed by the
Government's guns and help it, or they themselves will become
the rulers. Both these situations are undesirable.
I believe that, though it may be difficult, it is not impossible
to win over the lawless elements.  We need to have faith in our-
1 A physician practising Ayurveda